
















“Thereafter Ramanand Swami began to tour all over
India‚ preaching the worship of Shri Krishna. Having
toured the country he came back to Kathiawad and met his
guru‚ Atmanand Swami. This time also‚ he had a dialogue
with his guru‚ who was finally convinced. Thus Atmanand
Swami renounced the Advait philosophy and accepted
murti-worship and devotion to God. He also acknowledged
that God is sakar. He asked all his disciples to submit to
Ramanand and directed them‚ ‘Hereafter all of you should
follow out the instructions of Ramanand Swami.’

“After some time Atmanand Swami passed away.
Ramanand Swami became very sad. He established his ashram
in the village of Loj and began to preach the gospel of Shri
Krishna from village to village. Wherever he went he declared‚
‘I am merely the drum-beater announcing the arrival of God.
The hero of the play‚ God himself‚ is yet to come.”

At this point in her narration‚ Lakhubai’s throat was
choked with emotion. Then she added‚ “Oh Brahmachari‚
we do not have faith in anyone other than our guru Atmanand
Swami. Other disciples have submitted to Ramanand Swami‚
but we three have stuck to this place. I‚ Vithalanand and
Balanand still hold that God is nirgun and nirakar. We never
listen to the preachings of Ramanand Swami.”

Having heard this‚ Nilkanth Brahmachari gave a
lengthy discourse to Lakhubai‚ Vithalanand and Balanand.
In the end he succeeded in converting them from Advait
philosophy to Vishishtadvait. He impressed upon them that
God is always sakar and that the worship of and devotion to
God are of great significance. All the three were thus
enlightened with true knowledge. In this way three months
elapsed. Nilkanth thought‚ “Lakhubai has served me
devoutly and she has understood the truth. Therefore let
me give her something.”

So Nilkanth told her to ask for a boon. Lakhubai
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Shri Krishna gives darshan to Ramanand Swami

and chest. He was ordained to spread the Vaishnav religion
and to propagate the worship of God with a form.

“Before disappearing from the dream‚ Shri Krishna
told him‚ ‘I myself shall take birth on the earth. I shall give
deliverance to an infinite number of jivas‚ and shall meet
you.’ Ramanand Swami felt immensely happy to hear this.
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gave darshan to the priest of the Damodar Mandir. He then
went to bathe in the Gaumukhi Ganga‚ where many bawas
lived. They said to Nilkanth‚ “This is our place. We will not
allow you to bathe here.” On hearing this‚ Nilkanth gave
them darshan in the form of Bhagwan Vamanji. The bawas
realised their mistake and themselves bathed Nilkanth‚
anointed chandan on his body‚ placed a garland of flowers
round his neck and offered him food. At the top of Girnar
in the mandir of Dattatray‚ Nilkanth gave darshan in the
form of Dattatray to an ascetic.

After descending from the mountain‚ Nilkanth arrived
at Junagadh. He went to the mandir of Hatkeshwar Mahadev
and sat there. A Nagar Brahmin‚ who was passing by‚ saw
Nilkanth and thought‚ “This ascetic appears to be very
learned; let me ask him a few questions.” With this thought
he asked Nilkanth ten questions all at one time. Nilkanth
answered his questions in just two sentences. This greatly
amazed the Brahmin. He fell at the feet of Nilkanth. He
escorted Nilkanth to his house and offered him a dish of
shira-puri. Nilkanth stayed at his house for the night and gave
him darshan in the form of Shivji.

He then left Junagadh the next morning‚ went for the
darshan of Bhutnath Mahadev on the way‚ drank water
from the Khengar Vav and travelled to Vanthali. There he
took a bath in Suryakund and proceeded to Piplana. In
Piplana‚ there lived a pious Brahmin named Narsinh Mehta.
Nilkanth went to his house and sat on the verandah. At that
time Narsinh Mehta was reciting the Gita and worshipping
the Shaligram. His son‚ Kalyanji‚ was sitting in the
courtyard. Nilkanth asked for alms from Kalyanji‚ who
replied‚ “The food is not yet ready. If you kindly wait for a
while‚ I can make and serve you a good meal.” Nilkanth
told him‚ “I cannot wait till the food is cooked. I am on a
pilgrimage. You may bring whatever is ready.” And he

replied‚ “Brahmachari Maharaj‚ you are God incarnate‚
please bless me so that my son Viro‚ my sixty buffaloes and
my fields become immortal.” Thrice Nilkanth asked her to
solicit some other boon‚ and thrice the old woman
demanded the same boon.

Then Nilkanth thought‚ “This old lady does not know
what boon to ask for. Let me therefore give her the best
thing in the world.” So thinking he told her‚ “Lakhubai‚ I
bestow on you a gift of my Akshardham.” After thus
blessing her‚ Nilkanth took the way to Prabhaspatan.

42. DARSHAN TO NARSINH MEHTA

After travelling through Prabhaspatan and Bhalka‚
Nilkanth proceeded towards Junagadh. There he
circumambulated Mount Girnar and climbed it. He took a
bath in the Damodar Kund‚ and in the form of Damodar

“You are God incarnate, please bless me...”
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added‚ “If the food is not ready then I shall leave.” And
Nilkanth started walking away. As he left he shot a glance at
the Shaligram being worshipped by Narsinh Mehta. At this‚
a miracle happened. A bright light issued from the
Shaligram.

And Narsinh Mehta soon came out of the house. Not
seeing Nilkanth‚ he asked Kalyanji‚ “Where is that ascetic
with whom you were talking?” Kalyanji replied‚ “He was
asking for food right now. I requested him to wait so that I
could get something for him. But he did not wait and went
away.” On hearing this‚ Narsinh Mehta sent Kalyanji
running to the outskirts of the village in search of Nilkanth.
He met him on the outskirts‚ prostrated at his feet‚ prayed
to him and brought him back to his home.

Nilkanth said‚ “Don’t delay. Bring whatever that can be
prepared at once.”

Narsinh Mehta milked the buffalo and offered him
fresh milk and juvar. After the meal‚ Nilkanth gave Narsinh
Mehta darshan in the form of Chaturbhuj Narayan. Narsinh
Mehta offered his pranams and recalled the words of his
guru Ramanand Swami‚ “I am an incarnation of Uddhavji.
Purushottam Prabhu will come later and accept your
service.” At that time he also heard a voice from the sky in
Girnar saying‚ “God himself will come to your house and
give darshan in the form of Chaturbhuj Narayan.”

Narsinh Mehta fell at the feet of Nilkanth and narrated
the whole story to him. Nilkanth asked him‚ “How did you
hear the voice from the sky?”

Narsinh Mehta began to narrate his story‚ “From
childhood I had yearned to meet God. Everyday I
worshipped God and performed charitable and religious
acts‚ but could not find God. Then I left home and
wandered in Girnar. I met a number of jogis‚ jatis and
bawas‚ but I could not get mental peace. The fire of worldly

Nilkanth gives darshan to Narsinh Mehta

desires within could not be extinguished. Hence out of
despair‚ I climbed a tree with the intention of committing
suicide. Then thrice I heard a voice from the sky saying‚
“Do not worry. Do not put an end to your life. God himself
will grace your house with his presence and give you
darshan in the form of Chaturbhuj Narayan.” So I returned
home‚ and have since then been carrying on worship and
offering prayers in the hope of getting your darshan. Today I
have had your darshan‚ and am therefore emancipated.”

Nilkanth then stood up and said‚ “Now I must go.” On
hearing this Narsinh Mehta escorted him to the banyan tree
on the outskirts of the village and then saw a miracle. Ten
incarnations emerged‚ one from each of the ten directions‚



and merged in Nilkanth. All around there was bright light.
Then Nilkanth suddenly disappeared. Narsinh Mehta
returned home‚ profoundly pleased.

Proceeding from there‚ Nilkanth passed through the
village of Akha and arrived at the house of Jetha Mer in
Madhada. Pleased with Jetha Mer’s observance of celibacy‚
he favoured him with his divine darshan and then went to
Mangrol. He put up at the Dosavav in the west of Mangrol.
Here Gordhanbhai‚ a Bania‚ gave Nilkanth sukhadi to eat.
From Mangrol Nilkanth proceeded to Loj.

43. NILKANTH IN LOJ

Nilkanth arrived at Loj on the early morning of 21
August 1799 CE (Shravan vad 6, Samvat 1856). He was at
once attracted to the place. The whole area was bathed in
greenery because of plentiful rain. It was daybreak.
Nilkanth bathed in a stepwell situated in the north of the
village. He then sat for meditation on a big stone under a
banyan tree.

As the dim light of the dawning sun grew in the eastern
horizon‚ women carrying pitchers on their heads came to the
well to draw water. Their eyes were arrested by Nilkanth’s
divine form. They all stood rooted to the spot. Despite his
emaciated body his face was illustrious. Who could this
Brahmachari be? They repeatedly looked at Nilkanth and
were moved by his renunciation. Gradually all the women
came and stood near the child-celibate. They were all waiting
for him to open his eyes. But he was absorbed in meditation.
They were all debating among themselves as to what made
him renounce the world at this young age.

Meanwhile‚ a sadhu belonging to the local ashram
came there to draw water. He too was greatly attracted by
the young Brahmachari. He also waited for him to open his
eyes. After waiting for a long time‚ he went to draw water
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The village women were curious about the young Brahmachari

from the nearby stepwell.
After filling the pitcher he once again came and stood

before Nilkanth. He experienced the bliss of the young
Brahmachari’s darshan. In a short time Nilkanth opened his
eyes.

The sadhu who was greatly impressed by his lustrous
eyes asked‚ “Brahmachari‚ where have you come from?
What is your name? What are the names of your parents?
What made you renounce the world? Who is your Guru?”

Nilkanth smiled and replied‚ “Sadhuram‚ one who has
renounced does not have caste‚ country or relatives.
Whoever frees him from worldly ties are his true parents
and guru. I have come in search of such a guru.” The sadhu
enquired again with folded hands. Nilkanth asked‚
“Sadhuram‚ what is your name? Whose disciple are you?
To what Sampraday do you belong?”



The sadhu replied‚ “My name is Sukhanand. Our guru
is Swami Ramanand. He is an acharya of the Ramanuja
Sampraday. His ashram is here and 50 sadhus live in that
ashram.”

Nilkanth made eager inquiries about Ramanand Swami.
Sukhanand said‚ “Ramanand Swami is currently touring
Kutch. Come and stay in our ashram. Ramanand Swami’s
principal disciple Muktanand Swami is there. The sadhus
will be pleased to have your darshan. Muktanand Swami
will also be immensely pleased to see you.”

Varni was touched by Sukhanand Swami’s humility
and politeness and said‚ “Sadhuram‚ I do not go where
there are lots of people.” Sukhanand Swami replied‚ “If you
don’t come to the ashram then Muktanand Swami will
himself come to fetch you.”

At these words Nilkanth agreed to come to the ashram.
As soon as he entered the ashram‚ he met Muktanand
Swami and Nilkanth saluted him. Sukhanand Swami
introduced Nilkanth. Muktanand Swami was greatly
impressed by the darshan of Nilkanth. When Sukhanand
Swami went to fetch a seat for him‚ Nilkanth said‚ “The
whole earth is my seat. Why honour my body with a seat?”

Then all the sadhus in the ashram began to gather.
They‚ too‚ were greatly attracted by the divinity of
Nilkanth. Varni saluted them reverentially. He said‚ “My
mind is greatly soothed by your ashram and I experience
bliss by seeing the sadhus.” He continued‚ “Wherever I
have travelled I’ve always asked five philosophical
questions. But so far I have not come across anybody who
can give satisfactory answers.”

Muktanand Swami replied with folded hands‚ “I shall
answer your questions the way I have been taught by my
guru Ramanand Swami.”

Varni asked‚ “Swami what is jiva? What is ishvar? And

what is maya? Explain to me the characteristics of Brahm
and Parabrahm.” Muktanand Swami pondered upon the
questions and then said‚ “Varniraj! You have asked very
subtle questions at this young age. The nature of the
questions proclaim your greatness.”

Saying this Muktanand Swami answered the questions
with all humility. Nilkanth said‚ “I have put these questions
to several people but all of them had difficulty in answering
them. You have the knowledge to answer them. This shows
the grace guru Ramanand Swami has for you.”

Nilkanth was eager to go wherever Ramanand Swami
was to have his darshan. But Muktanand assured him that
the guru will return within a month or two and so Nilkanth
decided to stay and wait at the ashram.

In his wanderings‚ spanning seven years‚ one month
and eleven days‚ Nilkanth did not settle down at any place
but now decided to stay in Loj. It was a golden day not only
for the Swaminarayan Sampraday‚ but also for the history
of India. The conclusion of his seven year sojourn was a
landmark event. And his resolve to stay in Gujarat was
priceless because it was the point that would change the
history of Gujarat for the better.

44. SIGNIFICANCE OF NILKANTH’S
TRAVELS

From Ashadh sud 10, Samvat 1849 to Shravan vad 6,
Samvat 1856‚ Nilkanth continuously travelled for seven
years‚ one month and eleven days* and finally settled down
in Loj village. This great pilgrimage by Nilkanth was highly
significant.

During the journey Nilkanth endured all sorts of
hardships. He suffered cold‚ heat‚ rain and hailstorms.
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* Period calculated on basis of the Vikram Samvat calender.



explained the duties of householders‚ sages and kings. He
made a deep study of the pilgrim places‚ mandirs‚ lives of
sages and sadhus‚ and the philosophy‚ and customs and
traditions of many sampradays. He made a mental note of
the essential attributes of them all as practised in different
parts of the country.

Wherever he went‚ Nilkanth probed whether there
were any sadhus and sampradays favouring abjuration of
women and wealth. He tried to see whether they believed
that God is always sakar‚ whether they had a firm
conviction in the upasana of God together with his ideal
Bhakta‚ and whether there was real knowledge of the
distinction between the five entities - jiva‚ ishwar‚ maya‚
Brahman and Parabrahman. Nilkanth Varni had asked
questions regarding these five distinct entities in every
pilgrim place‚ ashram‚ and religion‚ but nowhere did he
receive satisfactory replies. Nilkanth did not find anywhere
a single religious sect of his satisfaction as aforesaid.

It was because of these reasons that Nilkanth Varni
finally chose to reside in the ashram of Ramanand Swami at
Loj. Here there were sadhus who had renounced women and
wealth. There was the worship of sakar God together with
his ideal devotee. They accepted the philosophy recognising
the five entities of jiva‚ ishvar‚ maya‚ Brahm and Parabrahm
as distinct from one another. It was a pure bhakti sampraday.
Hence Nilkanth decided to settle down in Kathiawad. He
was all-knowing and had great foresight. He knew that
Ramanand Swami had prepared the ground for him in the
region where he wanted to work. He knew that in this land
of Kathiawad‚ which was sanctified by the footsteps of
Bhagwan Krishna‚ many devotees were awaiting him.

The most important reason for Nilkanth’s decision to
settle in Kathiawad‚ however‚ was that it was the birthplace
of his divine abode‚ Aksharbrahm Mulji Sharma. Nilkanth

Many a time he went without food and water. He observed
fasts. He undertook such severe austerities that the blood in
his body dried up. He lived in the midst of poisonous
reptiles‚ insects and wild beasts. He passed through forests
and thickets‚ over mountains and through deep valleys‚
across lakes and gushing rivers‚ through winding roads and
thorny tracks. Bare-bodied and bare-footed Nilkanth toured
all the way without any conveyance. What was the object of
this ordeal?

He endured all this to redeem innumerable jivas. By
mere association with himself‚ he redeemed innumerable
animals and insects‚ birds and beasts. He gave darshan to
many aspirants‚ to thousands of devotees yearning for his
darshan for countless births and fulfilled their quest and
blessed them with deliverance. He exposed the hypocrisy of
the pseudo-sadhus‚ vairagis and bawas and taught them a
lesson. By the sheer force of his divine glance and firm
resolve he destroyed evil people‚ thus opening the way to
worship‚ free from danger‚ for the devotees of God. He
redeemed thousands of sages and sadhus‚ who had been
performing penance for many years in forests and
mountains. He gave refuge to thousands of souls.

Nilkanth sanctified the whole land of Bharat through
his spiritual odyssey. He sanctified the lakes‚ wells‚ rivers
and oceans. He revived the pilgrim places. He purified
mandirs through his divine presence. He preached to the
sages and sadhus living in hermitages and monasteries by
his pure and flawless conduct. He directed those who
wanted to become sadhus and desired redemption on the
road to Kathiawad with the intention of making them
paramhansas.

Wherever he went‚ Nilkanth preached the gospel of
ahimsa and brahmacharya‚ and for sadhus established the
importance of renouncing women and wealth. He
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also went to listen to the discourse. Men and women from
all over the village gathered there to listen to these
discourses.
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himself is Parabrahm-Purushottam. He would naturally go
where his ideal devotee‚ the eternal abode Aksharbrahm
resides. Thus Nilkanth agreed to settle down in the lovely
land of Kathiawad in Gujarat.

45. DARSHAN IN TWO FORMS

Nilkanth Varni had now been in the ashram of Ramanand
Swami for three days. Today was the Janmashtmi festival. The
whole ashram had been decorated with flags and buntings.
Festoons of asopalav leaves lent beauty to the ashram. Trunks of
plantain trees were planted at the entrance to the ashram.
Drums were being played from early morning. Janmashtmi is
a day of fast. Therefore all the sadhus and devotees had
observed an absolute fast.

When evening arrived devotees began to flock to the
ashram. Everyone came with a gift‚ small or big. Devotional
songs and dhun resounded in the ashram. Muktanand Swami
delivered a religious discourse and when the clock struck
twelve midnight‚ a murti of Balkrishna was placed in a
beautifully decorated cradle. Muktanand Swami performed
the arti to celebrate the birth. To the surprise of all‚ Nilkanth
Varni gave darshan in the cradle in place of the murti of the
child Krishna. At the same time he was also seen in another
form seated in the assembly beside Muktanand Swami.
Everybody was convinced that Nilkanth himself was the
incarnation of Shri Krishna. Thus everyone in the assembly
had his darshan for about half-an-hour. All of them took the
prasad of panchajiri‚ bowed to Nilkanth and returned home.

46. SEPARATE ASSEMBLIES FOR
MEN AND WOMEN

There was a big compound belonging to Jivraj Sheth
adjoining the ashram of Ramanand Swami. Every evening
Muktanand Swami delivered his discourse there. Nilkanth Nilkanth gave darshan in place of the murti of the child Krishna



Nilkanth observed that all men and women sat together
to listen to the discourse. This conduct violated the vow of
brahmacharya. Nilkanth did not approve of it and thus got
up from the meeting. Muktanand Swami thought because
Nilkanth was young and staunch in his asceticism he
may not have liked the mixed assembly of men and women.
He thus decided to explain about it to Nilkanth later and
carried on with his discourse. But with the departure
of Nilkanth the minds of everyone went with him. They
felt a void and lost their concentration. Muktanand
Swami was amazed by this. Never before had such a
vacuum been created and yet why did it happen today?

The next day‚ when the assembly commenced‚
Nilkanth got up again and told the sadhus‚ “O sadhus and
devotees! Come to the mandir now and I shall discourse to
you. To listen to discourses with women in this way is not
dharma.” Then Nilkanth walked off towards the mandir.
The sadhus and devotees followed him. Only women were
left in the assembly. Muktanand Swami realised his mistake
and said to the women sitting there‚ “Good bye to you all.
From this day onwards‚ there will be separate assemblies for
men and women.”

Even though Muktanand Swami was senior to Nilkanth
and the principal disciple of Ramanand Swami‚ the influence
of Nilkanth’s divine personality on him was tremendous.
He respectfully accepted the assembly change introduced
by Nilkanth. It was the first chapter in introducing a spiritual
discipline for men and women by Nilkanth Varni.

47. PLUGGED THE HOLE IN THE WALL

Another significant event followed soon after.
Adjoining the ashram of Ramanand Swami was a barber’s
house. There was a small window in the wall common
between the two places. Whenever required‚ the sadhus of
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the ashram and the barber’s wife used to exchange fire for
their respective ovens through that window. Nilkanth’s
eyes fell on that window. He called Muktanand Swami and
said‚ “Swami‚ this window in the wall will one day
definitely cause a breach in the moral conduct of sadhus.
The sadhus should not have such contact with women.”
Then without waiting for Muktanand Swami’s consent‚
Nilkanth closed the window with brick and mortar. The
sadhus simply looked on and Muktanand Swami too felt
that Varni had taken the appropriate action.

A sadhu accepts red hot embers from an adjoining house



Thus did Nilkanth bring about purity in religion and in
the conduct of sadhus of the Sampraday. Everyone in the
ashram was inspired with reverence for Nilkanth.

48. “CLING TO THE PILLAR.”

Varni was now eager to meet Ramanand Swami. One
day Anandjibhai Sanghedia came to Loj for the darshan of
Muktanand Swami. he was going to Bhuj. After having the
darshan of Nilkanth‚ he found out details of the ashram
activities and then went to Ramanand Swami. On reaching
Bhuj‚ Ramanand Swami eagerly enquired as to what was
happening at Loj. Then he told Mayaram Bhatt‚ “Go to Loj
and tell Nilkanth that if he wants to be a part of Satsang‚ he
should cling to the pillar.”

After a few days Mayaram Bhatt and Anandjibhai
returned to Loj with Ramanand Swami’s message. No
sooner did he hear of the message‚ Nilkanth stood up and
embraced a pillar. Muktanand Swami and all other sadhus
were greatly surprised at Nilkanth’s briskness in obeying
the order of the guru.

On seeing Nilkanth clinging to the pillar Mayaram
Bhatt said‚ “Brahmachariji‚ what the guru meant was that
you should obey the commands of Muktanand Swami who
is like a pillar in Satsang.”

Nilkanth bowed to Muktanand Swami and the latter
embraced the young Brahmachari.

Ever since Nilkanth came in the ashram‚ the sadhus
had become very alert in their moral duties. The next day
Varni was given two upper cloths and a long cloth.
Muktanand Swami requested him to put on the cloths and
said‚ “From today you shall be called Sarjudas because you
come from the place through which the river Sarju flows.”

Nilkanth was amused on hearing this and said‚
“Swami! I am a guide who leads people along the path to

Brahmapur. I have forgotten the land of Saryu and several
other regions.”

Thereafter Sarjudas engaged himself in the services of
the ashram. He started teaching all the sadhus yogic
exercises. He would eat only once a day in the afternoon. It
was a frugal meal consisting of rotlo‚ chilli and a ball of
mindhiaval. He used to get up early‚ draw water for the
morning bath and serve the sadhus in various ways. He
would pick up the kavad and go on begging rounds in the
neighbouring villages and also pick cow dung for fuel. He
used to spend the whole day in serving the ashram and
performing bhakti.

One day a vairagi came. The sadhus started giving him
some food they had got as alms. But he would not take it.
But when Sarjudas sat down for his meal he saw a half rotlo
and a ball of hot chillies being served. The bawa took it to be
a sweet and asked for it. When he had a morsel of rotlo and
the ball that seemed like a ladu he felt a burning sensation
on his tongue‚ mouth and eyes. His eyes started watering.
Nilkanth took pity on him and gave him some ghee to drink
in order to relieve him of his discomfort. After a while the
bawa felt relieved.

49. MIRACLES GALORE

Even village-folks started calling Nilkanth as Sarjudas.
Young Sarjudas became the darling of all. Following
Ramanand Swami’s command Nilkanth stayed at the
ashram under Muktanand Swami. Nilkanth made himself
useful to the ashram and its inmates in different ways. He
would collect dung for making fuel cakes‚ sweep the floor‚
wash dishes‚ draw water for sadhus to bathe. He would
then go seeking alms chanting “Ram-Krishna Dhuni Dhuni‚
Ram-Krishna Dhuni Dhuni” with a kavad slung across his
shoulder.
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Nilkanth begs for alms in Loj and performs menial services in the ashram

The women see the universe in lumps of cow dung

Ramanand Swami. So they came to Muktanand Swami
and requested‚ “We have an abundance of cucumbers in
our farm. Please send 12 to 15 devotees to handpick the
best. It is our wish to have the cucumbers dried and
pickled for Ramanand Swami.”

Muktanand Swami told Sukhanand Swami‚ “Go now
to the village centre and send 12 to 15 devotees to bring the
cucumbers from Sheel.”

Nilkanth‚ who was listening to the conversation‚ said‚
“Muktanand Swami‚ there is no need to call the devotees. I
shall go to the village today with Deva Bhakta and bring the
whole lot of cucumbers.”

Muktanand Swami tried to dissuade him‚ “Nilkanth
you are two weak. Besides‚ the two of you will not be able
to carry a load of 15 to 20 maunds of cucumbers for a
distance of six kilometres. Therefore‚ take a few devotees to
help you.”

During late afternoon when he would go out
collecting cow dung for fuel‚ the village girls and women
would also come onto the streets to collect dung in their
baskets. Everyone would rush to get the dung. Whenever
any girl or woman bent down to pick a lump of dung‚
Varni would use his divine powers and make her see the
universe in it. On seeing rivers‚ mountains‚ trees‚ chasms‚
jungles‚ clouds‚ lightening‚ etc. the women would step
back in fear and leave the dung alone. Nilkanth would
then pick it up and thus collect the maximum amount of
dung. He would then make dung cakes by mixing it with
hay and grass.

Sheel village was six kilometres from Loj. Two
devotees had an abundant crop of cucumbers on their
farms. They decided to give the cucumbers to Muktanand
Swami for the purpose of making pickles for Guru
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But Nilkanth was persistent‚ “This service I’ll render
myself. It will be of no labour or difficulty at all.” And so
saying‚ Varni went to Sheel with Deva Bhakta to bring the
cucumbers. After they reached Sheel village‚ Varni and

Deva Bhakta picked 18 maunds of cucumber. Then a devotee
told them to wait. “I shall get a cart‚” he said. “There is no
need for a cart. Bring a large piece of cloth‚” Nilkanth said.
The cloth was brought and sixteen maunds of cucumbers
were tied in the large cloth. The remaining two maunds
were tied in a smaller bundle.

“Put the heavy bundle on my head‚” Nilkanth said. It
took twelve devotees to lift the bundle with great difficulty
and place it on Varni’s head. Then to the surprise of
everyone‚ the large bundle remained a foot above
Nilkanth’s head. The second bundle was put on Deva
Bhakta’s head. Then they both started for Loj. Nilkanth was
walking briskly‚ whereas Deva Bhakta became tired and
started perspiring after a mile. “I’ll not be able to carry this
load‚” he said.

Nilkanth said‚ “Why are you worried? See‚ the big slab
of stone ahead. Get on it and gently put your bundle on my
head.”

Deva Bhakta did as he was told. As they passed by‚
people were astonished to see the large and small bundles
above Nilkanth’s head.

Soon‚ they reached Loj. Nilkanth set down the load
inside the ashram and announced‚ “The cucumbers have
arrived. Now tell the sadhus to take them inside in
basketfuls.” When Muktanand Swami came with fifteen
sadhus he was surprised to see the size of the larger bundle.
Deva Bhakta told what had happened to Muktanand
Swami. The latter realised that the young Brahmachari was
a siddha yogi and touched his feet. The sadhus then carried
the cucumbers inside the store room.

50. LETTER TO RAMANAND SWAMI

It had been seven months since Nilkanth arrived in the
ashram of Ramanand Swami. It was now the month ofPeople are amazed to see the bundles of cucumber above Nilkanth’s head
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Falgun and still Ramanand Swami had not returned.
Nilkanth was anxious to have the darshan of Ramanand
Swami. He told Muktanand Swami‚ “If you kindly permit
me‚ I would like to go to Kutch for the darshan of the guru.”
Muktanand Swami replied‚ “The guru will certainly return
here in a few days. Please stay here till then. In the
meantime‚ let us write a letter to him.”

On 15 March 1800 CE (Falgun vad 5, Samvat 1856)‚
Nilkanth Varni and Muktanand Swami wrote separate
letters to Ramanand Swami. They were conveyed to Kutch
by Mayaram Bhatt. He reached Bhuj after seven days‚
prostrated and gave the letters to Ramanand Swami. He
was immensely pleased to receive the letters and out of
respect touched them to his head. He pressed Nilkanth’s
letter to his heart and then opened Muktanand Swami’s
letter. His face welled with joy as he read it. Then he
opened Sarjudas’ letter.* The words reflected Nilkanth’s
divine personality‚ knowledge‚ detachment and devotion.

Ramanand Swami was overwhelmed with happiness
and declared‚ “The one whom I had been waiting for has
arrived. God has come in a human form to gift everyone
with moksha.”

Tears of joy welled in the eyes of Ramanand Swami and
he added‚ “Glory‚ glory to Varniraj! We have become
relieved of all our burdens.” And then he addressed the
assembly‚ “Devotees‚ today is a great auspicious day for us
all. Through whom the Bhagwat Dharma will be established
and thousands will become brahmarup and attain
Brahmadham; that Varni - God - has arrived in Loj.”

To celebrate this eventful occasion‚ Ramanand Swami
asked for sugar crystals and gave handfuls to Mayaram Bhatt.

Ramanand Swami receives Nilkanth’s letter

“Bhattji‚ I give you these sugar crystals because you
have brought the good news. I have given you only this
much but Varni will give you a lot more and make you
happier.” And then Ramanand Swami distributed sugar
crystals to all the devotees.

The next day‚ Ramanand Swami wrote letters to
* The historic letter of Nilkanth is showcased in the ‘Prasadi

Mandapam’ at Akshardham, Gandhinagar.



Varniraj and Muktanand Swami and instructed Mayaram
Bhatt to return with the two letters. He said to him‚
“Mayaram‚ take these two letters and give them to
Muktanand Swami. On your way‚ inform all the devotees
about Varni’s arrival in the villages you pass through. And
tell them that I have instructed everyone to go to Loj for his
darshan.”

After a few days Mayaram reached Loj. He delivered
the letters to Muktanand Swami. In his letter to Muktanand
Swami‚ Ramanand Swami wrote‚ “Take care of Varni. He is
not of this world‚ which you will realise in future. Arrange
for all the sadhus to learn ashtang yoga from him. I shall
come at the end of Vaishakh month.” To Nilkanth Varni‚
Ramanand Swami wrote‚ “Take care of your body because
you have still to accomplish many tasks. Stay there at
present. Do not be in a hurry to come here.

Teach asthang yoga to all the sadhus. As you are eager for
my darshan‚ I too am equally eager for your’s. But I have to
travel for the spread of Satsang and please the devotees.”

51. THE GLORY OF NILKANTH

There was a village named Shekhpat. Lalji Suthar‚ a
disciple of Ramanand Swami‚ lived there. He went to see
Ramanand Swami in Kutch.

“Why did you come here all of a sudden?” Ramanand
Swami asked.

Lalji Suthar replied‚ “A few days ago when Mayaram
Bhatt was going to Loj with your letters‚ he halted at
Shekhpat for the night. He informed me that Varni has
arrived in Loj and he is greater than you. So I thought I
should see you and acquaint you with the fact that
Mayaram is propagating the greatness of Nilkanth in your
name.”

On hearing this Ramanand Swami told him‚ “Why did

you come here at all? I had sent word to all concerned
through Mayaram to go for Varni’s darshan in Loj. Why‚
then‚ didn’t you go to Loj?”

But Lalji was not satisfied. He queried‚ “Swamiji‚ how
great is Nilkanth? Is he as great as Dattatray‚ Rishabhdev or
Ramchandraji?”

Ramanand Swami calmly replied‚ “They are all great.
But Shri Krishna is greater than all of them. And Nilkanth
Varni is the greatest of them all. He is the incarnation of all
incarnations. However much we may extol his greatness‚ it
will be inadequate. Even the greatest of yogis and munis
meditate on him. Why did you come to Kutch without
having Varni’s darshan? Now‚ go to Lojpur‚ have the
darshan of Nilkanth and pay your respects to him.”

Lalji Suthar was surprised to hear this. Overwhelmed
with joy‚ he then bowed to his guru‚ and left
enthusiastically for Lojpur for Nilkanth’s darshan. He felt
blessed at Varni’s darshan. After Ramanand Swami passed
away‚ Lalji Suthar was initiated into the sadhu-fold and
named Nishkulanand Swami.

52. MEETING RAMANAND SWAMI

It had been nine months since Nilkanth arrived in Loj.
And still he had not been able to meet Ramanand Swami.
So Nilkanth asked Muktanand Swami to fulfil his wish to
meet the guru by any means. In response‚ Muktanand
Swami inspired Varni to be patient because it would still
take a little more time. Then one day‚ Varni told Muktanand
Swami‚ “Swami‚ when you sit for puja tomorrow‚ I shall sit
by your side.” Muktanand Swami did not understand the
purpose behind Brahmachari’s wish.

The next day when Muktanand Swami sat down for
puja‚ Nilkanth came and sat besides him. Muktanand Swami
then started meditating. He was seeing Ramanand Swami in

110 NILKANTH CHARITRA MEETING RAMANAND SWAMI 111



his meditation. Sarjudas linked his mind through his yogic
powers with Muktanand Swami’s mind and had darshan of
Ramanand Swami. The guru had a fair complexion‚ stout
body‚ lotus-shaped eyes‚ sharp nose‚ broad forehead and a
deep navel. On seeing the beautiful form of the guru‚
Nilkanth was overjoyed. When Muktanand Swami finished
his meditation‚ Nilkanth happily expressed his feelings‚ “I
have had the darshan of Ramanand Swami.” And then to
the surprise of everyone‚ Nilkanth described the features of
Ramanand Swami.

On the evening of Jeth vad 10‚ Kurji Dave brought a
message that Ramanand Swami was to arrive in Piplana and
had invited Nilkanth Varni and all the sadhus to come for
his darshan. Muktanand Swami was immensely pleased
with the good news and as a token of appreciation
presented his pagh to Kurji Dave. The other sadhus too
presented him with whatever they had as gifts. The news
brought tremendous joy on Nilkanth’s face. Since he had
nothing to give to Kurji Dave he said‚ “Dave‚ I shall give
you My Akshardham as a gift?” Kurji Dave did not
understand the words of Nilkanth. The Brahmachari
repeated his words. “Dave‚ what no one can give that
supreme Akshardham I shall give you.”

That very same evening‚ Nilkanth Varni‚ Muktanand
Swami and other sadhus departed for Piplana. All through
the night they walked in the light rains. Everyone was
walking briskly because they were in a hurry to have
darshan of Ramanand Swami. Whereas Nilkanth‚ who was
physically emaciated‚ got tired easily.

“If you walk like this‚ then when will we reach
Piplana? It is still very far therefore use your yogic power‚”
Muktanand Swami told Nilkanth.

Nilkanth immediately exercised his yogic power and
walked with the speed of an arrow shot from a bow. The
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entire group was left behind and no one could catch up
with him. Soon‚ Nilkanth reached the banks of the Ozat
river. Piplana was on the other bank. The river was in spate
and overflowing its banks. The current was so strong that
even the mighty elephants would be swept away. But
Nilkanth remained undeterred. He was eager for the
darshan of Ramanand Swami. So he used his yogic powers
and walked briskly over the waters of the Ozat river and
reached the opposite bank. The entire group watched in
amazement. Varni then had his bath‚ performed puja and
waited for Muktanand Swami and others to join him. After
an hour when the floods subsided Muktanand Swami and
everyone crossed the river in a boat and entered Piplana

Nilkanth meets Ramanand Swami
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Jamadar saheb realises the glory of Nilkanth during samadhi

together. Ramanand Swami was staying at Narsinh Mehta’s
home.

The day of this historic meeting was 19 June 1800 (Jeth
vad 12, Samvat 1856). News was coveyed to Ramanand
Swami that Nilkanth Varni and sadhus had arrived in
Piplana. On hearing this‚ Ramanand Swami happily got up
from his seat. Soon the group of sadhus arrived. Nilkanth
was at the front. On seeing Ramanand Swami he started
prostrating. The guru ran towards the young Brahmachari‚
raised him and embraced him.

Then Ramanand Swami said‚ “Muktanand Swami‚ do
you know that the alms-centres we have started in the
villages are for this Varniraj? I have been waiting for him to
come for a long time.” Then Ramanand Swami spoke about
the glory of Nilkanth to all the sadhus.

Then a sadhu asked him‚ “Swami‚ you had often said
that the main player of the show is yet to come. Is it this
Varni?”

“Yes‚ it is him. It is your great fortune to have met him
today. And when you realise his true form your joy will
know no bounds!” replied Ramanand Swami.

53. THE POLICE CHIEF EXPERIENCES SAMADHI

One day Ramanand Swami‚ sitting on a mattress
spread over a raised dais and resting against a pillow‚ was
delivering his discourse explaining the glory of Nilkanth.
Nilkanth Varni was sitting on a mat nearby. During that
time a jamadar arrived. He was a Muslim but was very
devout. He touched the feet of Ramanand Swami and sat
down to listen to his discourse.

During the discourse‚ he experienced samadhi because
of Nilkanth’s grace. He had the darshan of Akshardham. He
saw Nilkanth Varni seated on a beautiful divine throne in
Akshardham. All around him infinite muktas were standing

and praying to Nilkanth. He also saw Ramanand Swami
praying to Nilkanth.

After a while the jamadar woke up from the samadhi‚
stood up and exclaimed‚ “What is this? Why this reverse
tradition among the Hindus? I find it quite improper. How
is it that amongst you Hindus the preceptor sits on a higher
seat and God sits on a lower seat?”

Ramanand Swami explained‚ “Jamadar saheb‚ you may
not be able to appreciate our ancient tradition. Sage
Vashishtha used to sit on a high seat‚ while Bhagwan
Ramchandra sat down beside him.”
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Nilkanth Varni was amused by this dialogue. The
jamadar could not understand much in this. So he simply
bowed to Nilkanth and‚ scratching his head in
bewilderment‚ departed.

54. RECEIVES VAISHNAVI DIKSHA

Nilkanth spent the chaturmas with Ramanand Swami.
He also served in the Annakut festival during Diwali. Then
came the Prabodhini Ekadashi (Kartik sud 11) of Samvat year
1857 (28 October 1800). Everyone in the ashram had
observed an absolute fast.

After his morning bath and daily worship‚ Nilkanth
bowed to Ramanand Swami and said‚ “Swamiji‚ you are
my father and mother. You alone are my guru. Please favour
me today with the maha-diksha and bless me.”

Thereupon Ramanand Swami called for musicians who
could play the dhol‚ transa and sharnai. He organised a great
festival. He called learned Brahmins to perform a yagna in
accordance with the mandates of the scriptures.

Nilkanth’s head was completely shaven. Clad in
beautiful clothes‚ Nilkanth came to Ramanand Swami in
the yagnashala. Ramanand Swami placed a Tulsi mala
around Nilkanth’s neck. He applied chandlo and tilak on
the young celibate’s forehead. Then he smeared sandal
paste on both his arms and chest and uttered the guru
mantra in his ear and gave him two names “Sahajanand
Swami” and “Narayan Muni.” Ramanand Swami also gave
him this precept: “Oh Sahajanand‚ observe religion and
inspire all others to observe the same. Redeem all the jivas
living on earth and propagate the significance of offering
bhakti with God’s greatness.” Thus Nilkanth became
Sahajanand Swami. Ramanand Swami was overjoyed that
day. It looked as if he was absorbed in the darshan of
Sahajanand Swami. Everyone else too was impressed and

absorbed in the divine form of the newly initiated
Sahajanand Swami.

55. APPOINTED AS HEAD OF FELLOWSHIP

Thereafter‚ Sahajanand Swami visited several villages
with Ramanand Swami in Sorath. Wherever they travelled‚
Ramanand Swami spoke about the glory of Sahajanand
Swami to the devotees. The devotees experienced great
peace at the darshan of Sahajanand Swami.

Sahajanand Swami used to eat only a rotlo and some
chillies everyday. Because his body was extremely weak‚
Ramanand Swami took proper care of him. Daily he had his
body massaged with wax oil and asked him not to

Ramanand Swami gives diksha to Nilkanth
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undertake any fasts. He made Sahajanand Swami sit by his
side for meals and served him with nourishing food and
sweetmeats. He made him eat butter and sugar so that he
may gain weight.

Thus a year passed. Once‚ Ramanand Swami called
Muktanand‚ Sukhanand and other sadhus as well as
devotees like Ramdasbhai‚ Mancha Bhakta‚ Bhimbhai‚
Parvatbhai‚ Mayaram Bhatt and others and asked‚ “I want
to relinquish the gadi of this Satsang. Whom do you think I
should install?”

All of them declared unanimously‚ “Swamiji‚ this
child-celibate Sahajanand Swami alone deserves to be
installed on the gadi.”

Ramanand Swami said‚ “You have given expression to
the wish I cherish most. Let us therefore begin preparations
for the installation.”

Ramanand Swami then called the leading devotees and
held consultations for the installation ceremony. He
ascertained from the Brahmins the appropriate muhurt.
They indicated a muhurt on Prabodhini Ekadashi.
Ramanand Swami then had invitations written and sent to
all his disciples. He instructed them all to participate in the
celebration with their families, and not to miss the occasion.

Ramanand Swami, thereafter, asked Mayaram Bhatt to
make arrangements for the Brahmins and the yagna rituals.
Parvatbhai was entrusted with the work of purchases.
Bhimbhai was called upon to arrange for beds and quilts.
Govardhanbhai was placed in charge of arrang-ing for ghee,
oil, cereals and other provisions. Hirjibhai was asked to
keep the accounts and to attend to the devotees. Thus
Ramanand Swami distributed the work.

A spacious pavilion‚ which could accommodate
thousands of devotees was set up in Jetpur. The yagnashala‚
kitchen‚ stables‚ etc. were all beautifully set up. Then the

entrance and arches were erected by planting trunks of
banana trees. The whole mandap and the town of Jetpur was
decorated with flags‚ buntings and festoons of asopalav
leaves.

It was Kartik sud 11 (Prabodhini Ekadashi) of Samvat
year 1858 (16 November 1801). The lanes and by-lanes of
Jetpur town became overwhelmed with devotees.
Choghadias had been playing from early morning.
Sahajanand Swami‚ Muktanand Swami and Sukhanand
Swami accompanied Ramanand Swami to the river Bhadar
for the early morning bath. Then they all returned to the
place where they were temporarily housed. After
completing his daily worship‚ Sahajanand Swami
prostrated before Ramanand Swami and performed his
pujan.

Thereafter‚ all of them started for the mandap
accompanied by the beating of drums and pipe-playing.
The guards saluted the occasion by firing rifles in the air.
Groups of sadhus were singing kirtans. Ramanand Swami
and Sahajanand Swami were both seated in a coach driven
by two horses. Thus the whole procession arrived at the
mandap.

The mandap was resounding with the recitation of
Vedic mantras by Brahmins. The sharnai and the drums
were being played. The main yagna altar was in the middle
of the mandap. A beautiful seat was set up and the whole
atmosphere was rendered fragrant with incense‚ lighted
lamps and sandalwood paste. The murtis of Radha and
Krishna were placed in the yagnashala. Both Ramanand
Swami and Sahajanand Swami went before the murtis and
bowed to them. Then they sat down before the altar and
offered oblations in accordance with the injunctions. With
Yagnanarayan as a witness‚ Ramanand Swami held
Sahajanand Swami’s hand and seated him on his gadi.
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Guru Ramanand Swami then smeared sandalwood
paste and applied a chandlo of kumkum on the forehead of
Sahajanand Swami and placed a garland round his neck.
The whole mandap resounded with‚ “Victory to Shri
Sahajanand Swami Maharaj !” The deities showered flowers
from the heavens. Women sang auspicious songs. The
devotees hailed the victory slogan. All the sadhus
performed the puja of Sahajanand Swami. Then Sahajanand
Swami prostrated before guru Ramanand Swami‚ bowed to
all the sadhus and then sat down to receive advice from the
guru. According to popular tradition‚ guru Ramanand
Swami instructed‚ “Today‚ I have offered you the seat of
this Fellowship‚ therefore abide by and foster the dharma
prescribed in the Vedas. Perform yagnas‚ Vishnuyag and
deeds for the welfare of people. Propagate gnan‚ vairagya
and other spiritual values. Give diksha to those aspirants
who are of good conduct‚ are detached from life and want
to renounce the world. Spread the doctrine of bhakti
imbibed with dharma. Inspire the writing of scriptures to
consolidate the establishment of the Sampraday. Accept
whatever clothes‚ ornaments‚ fruits‚ flowers and the like
that are offered to you. Remove those from the Fellowship
who are unworthy and averse to it.”

After concluding his instructions‚ Ramanand Swami
offered Sahajanand Swami beautiful clothes like surval and
pagh to wear and necklaces of gold‚ pearls‚ diamonds and
rings‚ circlets‚ armlets‚ earrings‚ etc. to put on. Ramanand
Swami then performed the arti of Sahajanand Swami. The
devotees were absorbed in a sea of divine joy. Everyone
was attracted to the beautiful‚ divine form of Sahajanand
Swami.

Thereafter‚ Ramanand Swami enjoined all the sadhus
and devotees to obey the commands of Sahajanand Swami
and to perform bhajan of God. He added‚ “I have arrived a

Ramanand Swami appoints Nilkanth as his spiritual successor in Jetpur

little earlier like Ganesh‚ but this Sahajanand is the master of
all. He is Purushottam Narayan himself‚ transcending even
Akshar who is beyond everything else. Therefore all of you
should act according to his dictates and worship him
devoutly.”

Then Ramanand Swami told Sahajanand Swami to ask
for a boon. Sahajanand Swami asked for two boons‚ “If your
satsangi is to suffer the pain of one scorpion sting‚ then may
the pain of the sting of millions of scorpions befall on each
and every pore of my body; but no pain should afflict your
satsangi. And if your satsangi is destined to have a begging
bowl‚ then let that begging bowl come to me; but your
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satsangi should not suffer from want of food and clothing.
Please grant me these two boons.” Out of compassion and
love for the devotees‚ Sahajanand Swami asked an
unparalleled prayer and boon from his guru Ramanand
Swami. On seeing the magnanimous sentiment of
Sahajanand Swami‚ the eyes of Ramanand Swami and the
devotees became wet with tears of joy. Ramanand Swami
granted him both the boons and said‚ “So shall it be.”

During this historic occasion Mulji Sharma‚ the
incarnation of Aksharbrahm‚ and Lalji Suthar were present.
Mulji Sharma had offered respects to Sahajanand Swami by
performing pujan and donating a cow. During that time
Sahajanand Swami revealed‚ “This Mulji is my abode called
Akshardham.” On this occasion many devotees offered
various gifts to Sahajanand Swami and thereafter a
procession was carried out in his honour.

56. THE PASSING AWAY OF
RAMANAND SWAMI

About a month had elapsed. Ramanand Swami
thought‚ “The manifest form of Purushottam has been
installed on the gadi and my work is now over. I no longer
want to remain in this body.” With this thought he went to
Faneni village and became ill. There he told the devotees‚
“This Varni is God himself. Firmly believe this and obey the
wishes of Sahajanand Swami. I have played the role of a
drum-beater to gather you all and connect you with him.
He will establish and propagate Bhagwat Dharma. He will
open the path of highest redemption for all.”

On 17 December 1801 (Magshar sud 13, Samvat 1858)‚
while meditating on his seat‚ Ramanand Swami passed
away and went to Akshardham. There was divine light all
around. As news spread of Ramanand Swami’s demise‚
thousands of devotees became overwhelmed with grief. At

that time Sahajanand Swami consoled everyone‚ “Great
souls never leave this world. By obeying Swami’s
commands one will not feel that he has departed‚ and one
will come to realise the manifest form of God.”

From that day onwards a new chapter unfolded in the
life of Sahajanand Swami.

❦
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Ame sau Swãminã bãlak...
Meaning:
We are the children of Swami; we will die for him. We

are the youths of Shriji Maharaj; we will fight for him. We
are fearless; we will not shirk sacrificing our lives‚ for we
are born to die. We have launched this praises of Akshar-
Purushottam. We are the sons of Shriji; we have our abode
in Akshar. Consecrated as we are to swadharma‚ we have no
apprehension whatsoever. Bhagwan Purushottam and
Akshar‚ Gunatitanand Swami‚ are with us. We have
accomplished our goal.

GLOSSARY

adad a type of pulse
Advait philosophy of absolute non-dualism
ahimsa non-violence
Akhatrij third day of the bright half of the

month of Vaishakh (May-June)
Akshar divine abode of Bhagwan

Swaminarayan; Gunatitanand
Swami

Akshardham the abode of Bhagwan Swami-
narayan; Gunatitanand Swami

akshay patra inexhaustible bowl which gives
food by wishing

akshividya a yogic practice
ankush one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it

is shaped like a thin-edged weapon
to drive and steer an elephant

annakut a variety of food dishes  offered to
God.

ardhachandra one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it is
shaped like the half curve of the moon

arti a ritual of moving a lighted lamp in
one’s right hand in a circular
movement in front of a deity while
ringing a small bell with one’s left
hand and singing God’s glory

ashtakon one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it
is shaped like an octagon

ashtang yoga eight steps in yoga
asopalav a kind of Indian tree
atma pure jiva

Badrinath a deity and name of holy pilgrim place
bal yogi child sage
Bania Hindu trader
basti yogic enema
bawa ascetic
Bhagvat Dharma dharma related to God; dharma

which is not different from or lesser
than bhakti; also called ekantik dharma

Bhagvat a Hindu scripture about the lives of
devotees, incarnations and
Bhagwan Krishna

Bhairav a form of Shiv
bhajan devotional song
bhakta devotee; the choicest devotee of

Bhagwan Swaminarayan i.e.
Gunatitanand Swami

bhakti devotion to God
Bhaktimata Nilkanth’s mother
Bhakti Sampraday religious sect advocating devotional

worship of God
bhang an intoxicant made from Indian

hemp flowers
Bholanath Shankar Bhagwan Shiv
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Brahma deity of creation
brahmachari celibate
brahmacharya celibacy
Brahmadham divine abode of Bhagwan

Swaminarayan; Akshardham
brahmagnan knowledge of Brahman
brahmarup one who has realized Brahman. A

transcendental state free of
mundane desires and unbroken
communion with Parabrahman

brahmavidya knowledge of Brahman

chandlo circular mark made on the forehead
chandan paste of sandalwood
Charan belonging to the clan of traditional

poets
charmavari leather-touched water
Chaturbhuj four-armed form of God
chaturmas four months of the monsoon
choghadias fine drums

muth dal split brown gram, a kind ofpulse
daharvidya a yogic practice
darbar court of residence belonging to a

king or rural ruler, traditionally
with a central courtyard surrounded
by rooms with verandas

darshan seeing with reverence or devotion
Dattatray an incarnation of God
deep lighted lamp
deva deity; divine being
dharma righteousness, morality, religion,

responsibility and duty
Dharmadev Nilkanth’s father

dhanushya bow; one of the 16 signs on God’s
feet shaped like a bow

dharana concentration
dhol large drum
dhoti a Yogic practice
dhyan meditation; contemplation
dhun repeated recital of name of God

accompanied by clapping
diksha initiation into ascetism

Falgun month of Hindu Calendar.
Corresponds to February-March

gadi seat of religious head of a
Sampraday

Gangaji sacred river Ganga
Gita Hindu scripture spoken by

Bhagwan Krishna
gnan spiritual knowledge, wisdom

gopad one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it
is shaped like a cow’s hoof

graha stars; planets
guru preceptor; teacher
guru mantra mantra given by one’s preceptor

Hatkeshwar Mahadev a form of Bhagwan Shiv

Jagannathji Bhagwan Krishna
jamadar chief of  police
jambu one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it

is shaped like a blackberry
Janmashtmi Shravan vad 8; Bhagwan Krishna’s

birthday
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jata big tuft of hair
jati ascetic
jav barley
jiva individual soul
jivanmukta emancipated from the bondage of

life
jogi an ascetic, one who is God-realized
juvar millet
Jyotirling one of the self-born twelve phallic

representations of Shiv in various
parts of India

kalash water pot
kalpurush an entity that is invoked in a gold

murti which redeems anyone of
disease and other afflictions

kamandal gourd
kanthi a double-threaded necklace usually

made of tulsi beads worn by
satsangis as a sign of affiliation to
Bhagwan Swaminarayan

karma action, deed
Kartik month of Hindu calendar (October/

November)
Kathiawad Saurashtra region in Gujarat
kavad bamboo lath borne on the shoulder

with slings at both ends for carrying
pitchers, etc.

ketu one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it
is shaped like a banner

khichdi cooked preparation of rice and dal
grains

kirtan devotional song
kosh a mechanism to draw water from a

well using leather buckets
Kumbha Mela Hindu festival held every twelve

years at specific pilgrim places
kumkum vermillion powder used for making

a chandlo
kunjar a form of yogic practice

ladu sweet item of food made principally
of flour, ghee, and gur or sugar,
shaped into small balls

Lakshman brother of Bhagwan Ram
Lakshmi-Narayan Bhagwan Vishnu with goddess

Lakshmi
ling phallus

Magshar month of Indian calendar
(November/December)

Mahadev Bhagwan Shiv
maha-diksha initiation ceremony into a sadhu
mahant head of mandir
Mahesh Bhagwan Shiv; deity of destruction
mala rosary
mandap pavilion
mantra mystic formula; hymn; spell
Maruti Hanuman
maund 20 kilogrammes
meen fish
mela fair
mindhiaval medicinal leaves
mrigcharma dear skin
muhurt an auspicious time
mukta emancipated soul
muni sage; austere person
murti deity in stone, painting, etc
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muth monastery

Nagar Brahmin highest class of Brahmin
naishthik staunch religious faith
Naradji an ancient Indian Sage
Nar-Narayan Bhagwan Krishna with Arjun
Narayan God
neti preliminary purificatory exercises in

Hath yoga
nirakar formless; impersonal
nirgun beyond qualities

pagh like a turban; an attire placed on
head

panchajiri item made of sugar and dhana
niyam precept
paramhansa the best of the four types of

sannyasis
padma one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it

is shaped like a lotus
padmasan a yogic posture
patidar title of respect given to a Patel
Parvati wife of Bhagwan Shiv
Prabodhini Ekadashi eleventh day of the bright half of the

month of Kartik
pranam a gesture of respect in which one

folds one’s hands and bows
pranayam regulation and restraint of breath;

the fourth stage of ashtang yoga
prasad sanctified food
pratyahar withdrawal of senses from their

objects; the fifth stage of Patanjali’s
ashtang yoga

puja worship of God; a collection of

murtis, mala, cloth for asan,

Shikshapatri, instruments for
applying tilak-chandlo used in daily
worship

pujan liturgy; adoration
pujari person who performs puja,

especially in mandirs, i.e. mandir
priest

Purushottam Supreme Being

rajas quality that generates worldly
passion and restlessness

Ramayan shastra that describes the story of
Bhagwan Ram

Ramchandraji Bhagwan Ram
Ramji Mandir a mandir dedicated to Bhagwan

Ram
Ratha Yatra chariot procession
rayan a sweet fruit-bearing tree
Rishabhdev a deity
rishi sage
rotlo baked flat bread made of millet flour

sadguru eminent preceptor
sadhu ascetic
saheb a title of respect used for one’s boss
sakar personal; with form
sakshat in person; perceptible
sampraday fellowship; sect
Samvat Indian year
sandhya a religious ablution and prayer

among the twice-born or Hindus
performed in the morning, noon and
evening
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sandhya vandan Gayatri worship in the evening
sannyasi Indian ascetic
sarovar lake
sathvo preparation made of flour
satchitanand ‘existence-consciousness-bliss’
sati chaste lady
satsang spiritual association through

listening of discourses, etc.
satsangi member of the Swaminarayan

Sampraday
sattva quality of light, purity and goodness
Satyug golden era; era of truth
setubandh bridge
seva service to God; service to man
shaligram black round smooth piece of stone

worshipped as the symbol of
Bhagwan Vishnu

sharnai indian clarion
shastras scriptures
Shesh-shayya Bed of serpents
shira-puri a sweet and savoury dish
Shravan a month of the Indian calendar.

Corrresponds to July-August
Shri Ranchhodrai Bhagwan Krishna
siddhi accomplishments, achievements;

extraordinary powers acquired as a
result of gruelling austerities or
naturally through spiritual maturity
in yogic endeavours

siddha realized soul; a perfect yogi
Shridevi a goddess
sukhdi a type of sweetmeat
surval similar to a pair of trousers
Suryanarayan sun god

swarup form
swastik auspicious sign; one of the 16 holy

signs on God’s feet
swastik-asan a yogic posture
swayambhu self-made

tamas ignorance; darkness; principle of
inertia of consciousness and force

tapasvi one engaged in penance
tapovan a grove where austerities have been

performed
thuli a wheat preparation
tilak a U-shaped mark made on the

forehead with sandalwood paste
transa cymbals
trikon one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet;  it

is shaped like a triangle
Triyuginarayan a deity
tulsi the Indian (holy) basil plant,

sacred to Bhagwan Vishnu, and
venerated by the Vaishnavs as most
divine

tyagi ascetic; one who leads a life of
renunciation

Uddhavji a devotee of Bhagwan Krishna
upasana way of worship
urdhvarekha one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it

is shaped like a line pointing
upwards

vachan siddh a person who has power to make
words spoken come true

vairagya detachment; dispassion



vaishnavi of Vaishnavs
vajra thunderbolt
Vamanji a form of deity
Varniraj Nilkanth; king of ascetics
Vashishtha guru of Bhagwan Ram
vairagis clan of ascetics
Vishnuyag sacrifice offered to Bhagwan Vishnu
Vishwanathji a deity
vyom one of 16 holy signs on God’s feet; it

is shaped like pockmarks

yagna a Vedic ritual in which offerings are
made to the gods

yagnakund offering pit in which the yagna fire
burns and into which offerings of
grains, pulses, etc. are made

Yagnanarayan the yagna deity
yagnashala place where yagna is performed
yam one of the eight steps of Yoga
yatiraj king of celibates
yoga process of union of individual with

God; meditation or union with the
Supreme Being

yogi a spiritually advanced person
with a perfectly unruffled mind
under all conditions

yogic pertaining to yoga

❦
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